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school 1s a place where
. children learri to be stupid.”
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“I was made for the library, not the classroom. The class-
room was a jail of other people’s interests. The library was

open, unending, free.”
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WE NEED AN EDUCATED CITIZENRY Dut we do 2 schooled one. The

patterns of conformity, obedience, and authoritaiianism thatare cultivated
by mass schooling limit our ability to effectively acdress our society’s
present and future challenges. More signific =+ “iese schooled patterns
prevent the full realization of human poizitial. A relic of the Industrial
Age, conventional mass schooling crushes creativity, hampers exuberance,
stifles natural curiosity, and halts invention. These human inclinations—
creativity, exuberance, curiosity, inventiveness—are essential qualities for
the new Imagination Age. The good news is that we don’t need to teach
these qualities; we simply need to stop destroying them. They already
exist in every child. Our job is to nurture these qualities and support our
: :thldmn in being the most creative, exuberant, curious, m&‘ent:we bemgs.
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