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Most children in school fail. PoYRGES CRBLINE

For a great many, this failure is avowed and abso-
lute. Close to forty percent of those who begin high
school drop out before they finish. For college, the
figure is one in three.

Many others fail in fact if not in name. They
complete their schooling only because we have,
agreed to push them up through the grades and out
of the schools, whether they know anything or not.
There are many more such children than we think.
If we “raise our standards™ much higher, as some’
would have us do, we will find out very soon Just,

* f{owwmany there are. Our classrooms will bulge with,
kids who can’t pass the test to get into the next class.

But there is a more important sense in which
almost all children fail: Except for a handful, who
may or may not be good students, they fail to dcvel-i
op more than a tiny part of the tremendous capacity |
for learning, understanding, and creating with
which they were born and of which they made full *
use during the first two or three ycars of their lives.

Why do they fail? ( BigPicture.org)

They fail because they are afraid, bored, and con-|

fused. r bya_tn'?);

g Our Children I117"-V.Abeles-NY Times, 1/3/16

- nce, not degrees,

Nobody starts off stupid. You have only to walch
babies and infants, and think seriously about what
all of them learn and do, to see that, except for the
most grossly retarded, they shofv a style of life, and a
desire and ability to learn, that in an older person
we might well call genius. Hardly an adull in a
thousand, or ten thousand, could in any threc yvars
of his life learn as much, growas much in his under-
standing of the world around him, as every infant
learns and grows in his first three years. But what
happens, as we get older, to this extraordinary ca-
pacity for learning and intellectual growth?

Altebnativestoschool.com)

What happens is that it is destroyed, and more
thun by any other one thing, by the process that we
misname education—a process that goes on in rnost
homes and schools. We adults destroy most of the
intellectual and creative capacity of children by the
things we do to them or muke them do. We destroy
this capacity above all by making them afraid, afraicd
of not doing whut other people want, of not pleas-
ing, of making mistakes, of failing, of being wrong.
Thus we make thein afraid to gamble, afraid ¢o
experiment, afrald to try the difficult and the un-
known. Even when we do not create children's .
fears, when they come to us with fears ready-made
and built-in, we use these fears as handics to manip-
ulate them and get them to cflo what we want. In-
stead of trying to whittle down their feats, we build

“Google can scheol shrink you o
" They are afraid, above all else, of failing, of disap- 70 .y up, often to monstrous size. For we like chil-
pointing or displeasing the many anxlous adults @ 4,00 \who ure a little afraid of us, docile, deferential
around them, whose limitless hopes and expecta- ", children, though not, of course, if they are so obvi- -
tions for them hang over their heads like a clouc.i. S ously afraid that they threaten our image of our-

They are bored because the things they are given * = .05 a5 kind, lovable people whom there is no
and told to do in school are so trivial, so dull, f"d 0® reason to fear. We find idcal the kind of “good”
inake such limited and narrow demands on the wide o 0oL e just enough afraid of us to do
spectrumn of their intelligence, capabilitics, and tal- + everything we want, without making us fuel that .
ents. Youthactivismproject.org) fear of us is what is imaking them do it.

They are confused because most of the torrent of "Blow it up and start over" - Chester
vords that pours over them in school mnukes little or (E. nn, Jr., - Establishment ec_lucator)
n25énse. It often Natly contradicts other things they and former Asst-Sec. of Education.
have been told, and hardly ever has any relation to % The truc test of intelligence is not
whit they really know—to the rough model of reali- how much we know how to do, but how we behav,e
ty that they carry around in their minds. . J wht_:n we don’t know what to df%, 2
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